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Helping shape ASEAN's agricultural future:
Putting nutrition into the climate agenda.

OVERVIEW

Without Clim-Eat's proactive engagement, alongside other key regional partners, the
critical link between climate resilience and nutrition security in ASEAN’s regional
agricultural strategies might have remained overlooked. By bridging the gap between
technical evidence and policy design, we ensured that nutrition outcomes were a
strategic priority for the next few years.

What was achieved?

e The ASEAN Climate Resilience Network (ASEAN-CRN) Strategy 2026-2030' now
recognises improving nutrition as an important objective of climate-smart
agriculture.

Clim-Eat provided policymakers in Lao PDR and the Philippines with technical
support on the connection between climate-resilient and nutrition-secure food
systems. This included technical advice on incorporating nutrition into national
(adaptation) strategies, as well as policy advice and engagement on opportunitites
for cross-ministerial alignment.

The ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation Strategy on Food, Agriculture and Forestry
(APTSC-FAF) 2026-2035 now highlights nutrition security as an important regional
outcome, echoing language from the ASEAN-CRN Strategy.

'The ASEAN-CRN is being supported by the Promotion of Sustainable Agricultural Value Chains in ASEAN (ASEAN
AgriTrade), funded by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development and implemented by
the Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GlIZ) GmbH, in close cooperation with the ASEAN
Secretariat (ASEC) and UN FAO Regional Asia Pacific Office.
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What was the problem?

ASEAN countries have cooperated for many years to strengthen agriculture against
climate change through regional strategies, programmes and technical cooperation.
However, these efforts have not always explicitly recognised that climate change
threatens not only agricultural production, but also the availability, affordability and
diversity of the nutritious foods needed for healthy diets.

Clim-Eat worked to bridge that gap by helping integrate nutrition more explicitly into
regional and national policies on climate-resilient agriculture.

What's the deal?

Throughout 2025, Clim-Eat's engagement with the ASEAN Climate Resilience Network
involved technical contributions, policy discussions and outreach to national focal points.
This helped strengthen recognition of the links between climate resilience and nutrition.

Between January and May 2025, this culminated in a Clim-Eat-led technical sessions at
the ASEAN-CRN Regional Workshop and 10th Annual Meeting in Bangkok, and a further
ASEAN regional technical workshop. During these meetings, participants jointly drafted
the ASEAN-CRN Workplan (2026-2030), whose priorities were subsequently
incorporated into the ASEAN-CRN Five-Year Program Framework (2026-2030).

During the technical session, Clim-Eat helped convene diverse stakeholders to bridge
the gap between technical evidence and policy design. By doing so, it helped ensure
that nutrition outcomes became a strategic priority in ASEAN's climate-resilient
agriculture agenda.
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RESULTS

Clim-Eat's work is reflected in the inclusion of language on nutrition-sensitive agriculture
in the ASEAN Climate Resilience Network (ASEAN-CRN) Five-Year Program Framework
(2026-2030). Strategic Pillar 1, on Climate-Smart and Innovative Agriculture, states that
members will “Scale up resilience in ASEAN's agriculture sector by promoting climate-
smart practices, technologies, and commodity-based models that reduce
vulnerabilities, strengthen food systems, and link resilience to nutrition and livelihoods.”

This work also influenced the subsequent ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation Strategy on
Food, Agriculture and Forestry (APTSC-FAF 2026-2035). The Strategy embeds nutrition
as one of the strategic outcomes of regional agricultural cooperation, alongside climate
resilience, decarbonisation and digitalisation.

At the national level, Clim-Eat also engaged with Lao PDR and the Philippines, via
technical sessions on how to integrate nutrition and food security in climate resilience
policy, eventually providing seven knowledge outputs, including country profiles,
technical briefs on guiding country-specific work, and policy briefs.

Clim-Eat deepened this work through a Dialogue and Technical Workshop on The
Philippines' Path to Climate-Resilient and Nutrition-Secure Food Systems, bringing
together 35+ actors to discuss concrete pathways, including the redesign of agricultural
subsidies and incentives. The workshop generated strong consensus on the need to
integrate climate resilience and nutrition security into national food system policies,
translating the regional agenda into country-level momentum. Clim-Eat’s strength in
convening diverse actors across the food and climate space proved valuable to further
elevating these conversations and key messages to a global audience, such as during
the NAP Expo and multiple COP30 side events.

What has this led to?

Clim-Eat's work ensures that as ASEAN builds resilience to climate change, it
simultaneously addresses the connection between climate-resilient agriculture and
nutrition.

The updated ASEAN-CRN workplan now offers a strong entry point for advancing
regional cooperation on climate—-nutrition integration. There is also significant potential
to connect with complementary initiatives in other countries led by other organisations,
to enhance South-South exchange, promote lesson-learning and align regional efforts.
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What have we learnt?

Identifying opportunities to influence climate-related policy making and being actively
engaged with varied actors in the ecosystem leads to unexpected opportunities. By
participating in the 10th Annual Meeting of the ASEAN-CRN, we were able to provide
real-time inputs when the strategy was most malleable. Moreover, engaging directly
with representatives from Lao PDR and the Philippines ensured that regional policy has
a better chance of being translated into national-level action.

This process taught us that cross-governmental coordination in policy development
requires time and attention, as various departments need to articulate and align their
needs. Moreover, partnering with national actors was essential for effective country
engagement and in-person follow-up.

Future opportunities exist in deepening the integration of climate, nutrition and gender
across regional and national policy processes. Achieving this will require continued
investment in the evidence, partnerships and policy engagement needed to turn
ambition into action.

Greater emphasis on South-South exchange can enable countries to learn from one
another's experiences with gender-transformative, nutrition-sensitive climate action.
Clim-Eat is currently taking some of these opportunities forward, to work on a sub-
national level across Asia, specifically in the Philippines, as well as applying these lessons
to other countries of operation, such as across Africa.

ASEAN-CRN Regional Workshop
and 11th Annual Meeting

9 Jume 2026 | Pullman Hanoi Hotel, Hanol, Viet Nam
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